GRADING POLICIES

The student’s six-week grade will be averaged as follows:

I.     Tests (including Dress Rehearsals and Concerts) – 50%
II.     Sightreading– 20%
III. Daily Participation – 30%

I. TESTS - CONCERTS AND REHEARSALS – 50%

Participation in rehearsals and performances outside normal school hours is a necessary part of choir courses and part of the TEKS.  Attendance is required for the entirety of all performances and pre-scheduled rehearsals.  Performances are listed on the Calendar of Events.  Rehearsals either before or after school will be few and scheduled with plenty of advanced notice.  Most rehearsals are already scheduled and on the calendar.

An excused absence from a choir rehearsal or concert will require the same criteria as an excused absence from school.  Including personal illness where the student has been absent from the entire school day, death in the family, or family emergency.  The absence will not be excused if the parent has not communicated with the director prior to the event.  It is imperative that the parent contact the director regarding the absence, as these rehearsals and concerts are a part of the student’s grade.  
All communication must be in written form from the parent or emailed to dhendrix@libertyhill.txed.net
An unexcused absence from a performance will result in a significant reduction of the 6-week grade.

Failure to attend a performance is equivalent to receiving a “zero” on a research paper.  Just as you spend weeks researching and preparing a paper, you spend weeks rehearsing and preparing for performance.  You receive no credit on your paper if you do not turn it in:  you receive no credit for performance if you do not perform.

Students are not allowed to attend an evening performance or audition if they have missed the school day.  In other words, if you are sick you need to stay home sick.  
More than one absence from a performance will result in dismissal from the choral department.  

Please make transportation arrangements ahead of time.  Lack of transportation is not an excused absence.

II. Warm-up & Sightreading– 20%

A weekly homework grade will be given.  The grade will include warm-up and sightreading time that occurs during class.  Points are deducted for not having music, not being in seats when the bell rings, cell phones in use or not put away……anything that takes away from not warming up or sightreading with the choir.
III. Daily Participation – 30%
 1 week is worth a total of 100 points.  The total of 100 is divided by the number of classes in a week and a participation grade is given.


The daily grade is determined by the student.


1.  Level of participation during class (on-task behavior, posture, singing, etc.)

2.  Following the classroom expectations (remembering what to do)
The following are common deductions given to students.  But this list is really just for the frequent flyers.  We all forget to spit out our gum, or get a tardy, etc.  But for those of you who “forget” turns into “I don’t care” will have deductions from their daily grade.

	tardy 10 pts  
	gum 10 pts

	bathroom 10 pts
	no music (how will you rehearse?) 15 pts

	no pencil 10 pts
	time out from rehearsal 15 pts

	food 10 pts
	sent to office (all daily pts)


